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characterinJ.K.Rowling's "Hany PotterandtheHalf-BlopdPrince.Thep^t experience,has m
effect in the antegpnist character. Lord Voldemort.It is always interesting to discuss the effect of
the past ejqjMiehce which cah'rhakea differrace to somedrie's character.'Every personhas its
own personality,'but the effect ofAepast life can make a big impactto higherpersonality.
'I ' •• > . ' I ' ^ I ' LI . i • .?>.(>•• '."M J If, J ' '1'' ''I '' r I' i' / '
. I' This study-is aimedto analyze,whatkind ofpast life which affectsthe persondity ofthe
character, Lordyoldemort. ITie psychological dieory,wiUibe used tq^giye.explanation about
persop^ty Md ch^ges ofpersonalties. Furthermore, psychologic^ approach willbemused in
thisstudybecausepersonaiityisoneof&easpectspfapersonjspsychplpgy-,
Key words: personality, past life, psychological
A. Introduction
.1 ' ' . I \ • . i * . ' I. 1." ' - '' . '
In life, we find that people often are influencedby fiieirpast experience. There are many
criminals who are often profiled as having a terrible childhood tiiat unconsciously drives them
to coriuhitcrime.Most ofthese unhappyeventsinfluencetheirpersonality to becomemore evil.
Therefore, it is relevant to analyze fte influence ofpast life oh'someone's personality change
inside anovel. Inside it, there,arem^y, interestingpartsAat can pull out the readers' attention.
One ofthe parts used to build a story in a novel is ch^acter.' It is.created to convey tiie auflior's
ideas and views through its work and actions. Anovel is a literary work in printed media that
reflects re^ life! The reflection ofthestory may offerbenefit toWards mereaders.'" ' - ' •
Furthermore, according toEastman (1965, p.23) inh'isyl Guide to the Novel, hovel isa
fictional account of life that is told'ih'prose to give .emotional and intellectual pleasure'to its
readers. There is a plot inside it that can bring up a single and complete change in the life ofits
characters. J.K. Rowling'sHarry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is one example ofa novel
that can give more pleasure, emotionally and intellectually, to the readers. It represents
Rowling's ideas that are reflected through the characters.
This paper will discuss the personality change ofVoldemort in J.K. Rowling's Harry
Potter and theHalf-Blood Prince (2005).This is the sixth volume ofthe Harry Potter series. In
thisvolume,more informationaboutVoldemort's past life is revealed in detailifcomparedto
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the previousones.'This paperwouldlike to findoutwhatpasteventsthat influenceVoldemort's
personality to change fi:om an orphan named Tom MarvoUo Riddle to a wicked-evil 'dark
sorcerer.That is whythe volume is chosento discussthe personality changeofVoldemort.
' *4!'"'r i
BiCritical and TheoreticalApproaches " r' '
[ , - • /I, '• ' ' , • ^ • " ' . • ' . .--''N
, ( . • . ' ^ I! • ' • J ,1 . J I I /'!' " '' ' • <.
1. CriticalApproach ^
• •' • Th'eapprPachLbeing-usedinthisstudyisthepsychologic^approach.Ttisproposedby
RohrbergCT andWoods (l971, pp."6-15) ih dieir book Reading ar^Wntirig aboutLiterature.
•"'t, ' - - .... - ... ....
Furthermore, according to Ro^berger md Woods ([1971,, p.^13), die psychological
approach involves the effort to locate and demonstrate certmh 'recurrent oatterh human
psychology.,This approach tries^to find thehiupan p^chology such ashuman's personality.m
theHter^. work. It emphasize^,on human psychology, and believes that huin^,'S iCre"atiyity->
thpu^t,behavior.andotherpsychological aspects giveastrong'influenceto the literarywork: i•i
, ; •! >. • : r' . . • i » h •• ' > r,, i1-m' (• . ' ;
','11 • -i! j'l •• 1 • ' ' ' '' i j. c•• ' ' , 1 r h j V' , ' f - M. ' 1.1
2. Theories ofCharacterand <Chai:acterization' ' . / i , •: .yA
•' Robert and'Jacobs (1989/p. 47) iaFicHon:'AnlnUvduction'tplReading and
st^eAat we mustuse[oik[^owledge'and^'en^^ as^tiunj '^be^ to m^eajuidgmenton me'
qualities 01 the cliaracters being revealed. They also suggest'cliiracter as riot only 'beirig
analyzed physicallybut also mentally or psychologically. They e5q)lain:
• ". I., . J . 'J' . • •' I r .i" : ' I ; ".J yj i ' ' I't • '.'J'• >
,. ^.\^en you study ch^actCT, besure toconsider physical descriptipn, but also be sure to,
f relate the physical tp.the mental or psycholpgical. Suppose:your,author stresses the,
Ineatnessofonecharacterandthe.'slpppiness ofanother.'Most likely, these descriptions
can be related to your character study.Uie same also applies your examinatioriofwhat a"
character does. Go beyond the,actionsthemselves md try to determinewhat they show
• : abputAe,character.AlwayS'tiytogetfi*om:theoutsidetotlieinside,forit.ison,theinside
thatcharacterresides(1989,p. 144). ./. • ^ .w >1 • '< . ! . •.-l.
Therefore, by examining the physical' desciiptidii of'a cH^acter, we can draw M
appreciation onthe psychological' state of the'character.' Go beyond what is appeared on the
outside andtryto findthepersonality ofthecharacter. ^ /Cj:'
' Inferring tfat llynaniiccbaractWs'alw^s cH^geJ Pej^e (1974,'pi. 70) in.'Literature:
Structure, SoundandSeme claimsthatflie djnaimc ch^actersVch'^gingis^ tlnee
conditiohs.'First, itmustbewitiiin thepossibilities pfthe'character^atm S'ecbhd^ itniusf
bb sufficiently nabtivated by the circurastarices inwhich the characterMilsHimself. Andthe last
one is that it must be allowed sufficient time for a change of itsmagnitude believably totake
place.Tosumup, acharactermaychangeifit ispossibletom^e suchchange;it is supportedby
itsenvironment,anditisgiyenasufficientperiodofjtimetom^ethechange,! I . . v
Xp.make,it easiertp,underst^done's,ch^^ter,in.anovelj,Miuphy(19.72,,pp. 161-173)
in his UnderstandingUnseens, presentsninewaysito makeffie characters understandable. One
ofthese ispast life, which isthrough a.person's past life; the author c^ ^ye the reader aclue to
the events thathave toshape apefson's character. Thisc^bedone by'direct commentbythe
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author-through'the-person's'.thoughtj through his conversation, •or through the medium of
anotherperson.- . i'. ,• r; •' .
3. Theories ofPersonality Change
Yuniarto andAnggraini's article Voldemort's Transformation toAffect the.PlotinJ-K.
Rowling's Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince uses Freud's tiieory on the unconscious
which also showsthat one'sactionmaybe influencedby a traumaticpast events.They state,
According to Freud, the unconsciousas that part ofthe mind beyond consciousnesshas
a strong influence upon people's actions. He creates a theory called repression, where
, the forgetting,or ignoringofunresolvedconflict,- unadmitted,desires, or traumaticpast
events are forced out ofunconscious awareness and into the realm of the unconscious
(2006,p;2). ' • ' • .
There ^e many 'theories concerning personality. However, some of th^ can be
combined'to support oneanother. According toPilcunas (I976,pp.271-272) inhishoo)iHuman
Development: Ah Emergent Sciencef^?Gi:s6nsi]ity i^a, d^smic systern oftfaitsj attitude's, and
habit-producing-a varying degree' of-consistehcy in the total response repertoire of an
individual." Mischel(1981, p!2) says mlntroduction toPersonality, "Personalityusually refers
to the distinctivepattems ofbehavior (including thoughts and emotions) that characterizeeach
individual's adaptation to the situations of his or her life." Adding tiie statement, he quotes
Wiggins, "Personality is that branch of psychology which'is concerned with-providing a
systematic account of the ways m which indiyiduals differ from one another.". Therefore,
personality can be smdto be interconnectedwith individual'sunique tr.aits, attitude,habits, and
behavior (including thou^ts and emotions) that are used toresponse acert^nsituation inhis or
lierlife. '' ' • ^ '• . . j •
Furthermore, Pikunas (1976, p. 271) states, "The personality pattems established
during childhood are' modified greatly during adolescence, when new developments and
experiences complicate the adolescent's life." Based on this tiieory, it is clear that personality
develops during someone's.life. The events -they have>encountered will bring their own
responsibilities,-challenges, and crises. ,
Moreover, Hurlock(1974; p. 7) statesinPersonalityDevelopment, thatpersonalitycan
change. The'-development-can'be done' in the individual's physical and' psychological
characteristics. Andwhenthe process of developing deals withpatterning one's self concept,
habits,attitudes, emotional states, andmotives;itbecomesmorecomplex.
< 1' • I; . . 1' I ' ' .1
Eachperson'spersonalitychanges and develops into more stableas many experiences
they havegot. Mischel(l981,p. 4) states"personalitypsychologists studyhowpeopledevelop
and change,,as, well,as how,th^ remain stable throughout thecourse of life." People usually
develop inconstmctive ways toimprovetheirlife's quality. Therefore, a ch^ge canbe saidas,
mfning into better orworse while deyelbp tends tobeturning into better. Aditionally, Pikunas
(1976, p. 271) mratipns six factors md experiences appear in adolescence and alter the
personality as follows;' " ^ ^ \ i - ••' ' '
L-Acquisitionofadultphysique; ,1 , . • n .
2. Sexualmaturation, accomjpaniedbynew dfives and emotions; • • •
3. Greater self-awareness," resulting'in-a heightened desire for self-direction and
reevaluation ofstandards, goals, andideals;
4. •The need forcompaniohsKii); withprirne emphasis'ohheterosexual !^endships;
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5. Treatmentby parents andpe'ere; h < < i- > i ' .
6. ConflictarisingfromtheadolescOTce'spersonalitydevelopment ' ' "
To sumup', dietheories above serve asdiebases to'andyze tHatpbrson^ity may'change.
The^chMge rniay be affected by'the past expetience'of the'character ^d its psychological'
condition.- ' ' ' ' ' i •• i- i •'•.<• •• • . ii
i ' • j :•! • ' . j ' ' . • •C.An^ysis. ^ ^ ^ ^
1. The CharacterofVoldemort . • , ^ • t • . i
'Vold^ort'is once c^ledTomMarvoUo Riddle. His'I^dther' is aWitch named Merope
Gaiirit' Merope comes froma purebloodfamily.'It me^ thatshehastomany another wiziard!'
However,'she chooses'to'many'a rhuggle, huhim'with no magical ability.'The mu'ggle, Tom
Riddle "Vdldemorfsfatherj"doeshot loveMerope, biitshegiveshinia lovepbtioh: Aftersheis
pregnant; she ceases'to"continue givihg himtheTove potion, thinking that'he'does hotneed it'
anymore." She is mong.'Tom Riddle'runs aftesr realizing what has happened'td hiin/Merope
really feels theTbst.-Not so lohg-after giving birth,- shegives her son; young Tom Riddle,"to a'
muggle woman and then she passed away.
The muggle woman takes good care ofRiddle. However,',^e' soon realizes that Riddle
has a special ability. Becausehe lives in anon-magical society; therels no one there to explain it;
Therefore,'Riddle is considered!as a strange boy. Riddle himselfgrows up thinking that he isa
strange boy.At eleven, he is admitted to.the Hogwarts, the SchdolofWitchcraftand Wizardry. •
There, he lives with others who share the same ability. He is also one of the talented students-
there. He shows that he has an outstanding ability in every subject that is taught in the school.
However,he is a solitaire. He does not want to have any ffiends, although there are many who
want to befriendhim. He showsthat he does not want to dependupon others and'thafhe orily'
trusts in himself. It is dsoshpwnthathe.is brave and indq)endent. i, , , , •
Yoimg Riddle'then' finds' out about -his''pasti'-He realizes'that'he'-actually is the
descendants !of Salazar Slytherin,'a once'great wizard and one of the formders of HogwaAs.
Slytherin'was'a wizard who hated muggles and half-blood wizards. He had a beliefthat^half-.
bloods will destroy the pride of the pure-blodd ones.Therefore,-Young Tom'Riddle hates the
muggles .very; much. Moreover;,the fact that his mother wasileft.alone bya muggle makes.the
hatred even greater. It also ihakes him very embarrassed, becauseheisahdftbloodhimself. ".i».
This shame has leaded him to murder his father and leaves the blame to his uncle. This
experience shows that he is also cunning and cruel.
As he grows older. Riddle becomes stronger He is very skillful with magic and spells.
He also becomes almost immortal because he" can divide his soul. It makes him invincible.
Finthermore, he is ashamed to use his father's name. He changes it into Lord Voldemort, a name
that makespeople afraid-to,mention. People are.^md of him because of his capability. He is
seenas agreat darkwizard. Helikestokillpeople,especidly inuggles. He alsokillswizardsand'
witches whodonotwant tojoinhim. Bykilling andmaking people afraid ofhim, liewants to
show that he has a great power. It can be seen tiiat his motivation ofkillingds driven by his anger i
towards his past experience. '
2.,ThePersonality,Change pfyoldemort ^ -
According to Pikunas (1976, p. 271), there are some factors that may alter someone's
personality. Some of these factors.are the need for companionship, treatment by parents and
peers,'aid conflict arising from he,adolescence's personality development. Freud in Yuniarto
andAggraini (2006,' p.2)says thattheunconscious hasastrong influence upon one's action.
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He further says that unresolved conflict, unadmitted-desires, and-traumatic-past events can
affect someone's life. . . , ^ .
.Voldemort has an uidiappy childhood. As a child, Vpldemort is lonely and he does not
have any.friends. Hedoes noteven have^re^.parents. Itisbecause hermother diedwhen hewas
still a child. In the muggle world, his peers and adoptiveparent consider him as a strange child
becauseofhismagicalability. Therefore, he feelsignored. Healsohas anunresolved coi^ict in
his past. He cannotsolve it becausehis motherhas alreadydiedand out ofangerhe haskilled his
father. He is disappointed with his mother because she married a muggle.-He also hates his
fatherbecausehe lefthismotherandespecially becausehec^pt acceptthe factthathe is a son
ofa muggle. In Hogwarts,he also feels that nobody really cares,forhim.They only see him as a
srnart student and not giving him real,lpye,^d attention. His disappomhnent'tow^ds his
surroundings and the conflict wiA his family has unconsciously influenced his person^ity. As.
he grows older, he,becomeseasily ^gered.towards people who ignoredhim. He also,cannot
foigive people,who.do him wrong. Instead of forgivmg Aem,he tendSi.to,,kill.,them. His
personalitybecomes evil because ofhis tendency to, kill people. Even a small mistake can lead
to someone's death ifthey are dealing with Voldemort. , , .> •
. ' . •Tocopewithhisdisappointmentandhisfeelingofbeingignored,hedecidestoshowhis
existence. He wants fpeople^ to be scared of him. He does not want.tobe-underestimated.,
Unfortunatetyj he does that by committing evil deeds such as killing people. It shows thathe has*
developed an evil personality. This evil personality is the product ofhis trauma caused by the
people surrounding him • ..i -if' - i • - • 1 '
D.Conclusion. • . i . ,1.1 , ' ' u. •
From the analysis, it can'be concluded that Voldemorthas a traumatic past life. This past
events has a deep influence on the development ofhis evil personality. As it is statedby Freud
and Pikunas, there are factors ftiat.cause jVoldemort's.personality change, namely, unhappy
childhood and .unresolved conflict; He has an^ unhappy childhood and an unresolved conflict
tiiat causes him to become easily angered with people who. makes mistakes toihim.. His
disappointment and the feeling of being ignored have shaped his personality into evil. He
cannot forgive thepeople who do not follow him andhe will easily-kill themiftheydo so.'
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